





camera quickly. Anticipation is the key to a smooth running camera
department.

When breaking for lunch, disconnect the battery, remove the lens,
and secure and cover the camera. Return from lunch a few minutes
early, and prepare the camera for the first shot. Place a lens back
on the camera, and connect a new, freshly charged battery, placing
the old battery on charge. When removing a piece of equipment
from its case, be sure to close at least one of the latches on the case
so that if someone else moves the case its contents will not spill out.
Camera assistants have been fired from shows for failure to follow
this simple procedure.

One of the key jobs of the first assistant on a film production is
keeping the shot in focus during filming. If filming on a standing
set or particular location for an extended period, measure the length
and width of the rooms along with the diagonal measurement. If
you are in a rush situation and cannot get accurate focus marks,
having these measurements will help you to better guess the focus
distance for a particular shot based on the position of the actors and
the camera.

Know the distance between your middle fingers when you
stretch your arms out to your side. This is quite often equal to your
height and can help if you have to obtain a quick distance from the
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camera. Get in the habit of guessing distances. Before measuring
the distance for a shot, guess the distance and see how good you
are at estimating.

Watch and listen to the director and cinematographer between
shots. They may be discussing the next shot, and you can usually
tell by their conversation or position on the set where the next
shot will be. This will enable you to get the equipment to that spot
quickly so that the shot can be setup.

The camera department is a team that must work very closely
together. Communication and professionalism is the key. If you
make a mistake, admit it and don’t try to cover up. You will be
respected as a professional if you do this.

David E. Elkins is the Interim Dean of the North Carolina School
of the Arts” School of Filmmaking. He has worked professionally
as a motion picture camera assistant and camera operator for
film, television (“The Wonder Years” and “Star Trek: The Next
Generation”), music videos, and commercials. He is the author of
“The Camera Assistant’s Manual, Fourth Edition” (Focal Press) and a
member of the Society of Camera Operators.
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VIDEO 07 promises to be a remarkable mix of high-quality educational programs,
enjoyable social events, and a trade show filled with products and services
you've asked for. For more information and to register, go to:

www.4EVERGroup.org
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